STYLES  OF ARCHITECTURE                9
style of European Architecture (so-called). Here will be seen the Saracenic arch blended with Gothic pilasters, the oriental dome surmounting pillars with Corinthian capitals. The whole place is covered with a pale orange colour, which seems to have been the imperial purple of the kings of Oudh. On the gates are the designs of two fishes, characteristic of the arms of the royal family of Oudh.
In another part of the city is the Martiniere College, which was built by General Claude Martin, who was a favourite architect of Asaf-ud-daula. The General is buried in a vault in the College, and an interesting story is attached to his tomb. The General in his lifetime drew up a design for the building himself. Having shown it to the king of Oudh, the king immediately expressed a desire to purchase it for a million pounds sterling. Before the bargain could be completed, the General died. But he left ample funds to build and endow the College, with instructions that his body should be buried in the building, as that was the only plan by which he could ensure the land from confiscation by future kings. Whatever the failings of the kings of Oudh, they scrupulously respected burial-places, and to-day the Martiniere College stands as a noble monument of its charitable founder. The College supports a hundred and twenty European boys of military parents, and there are similar institutions for boys and girls, established